Building Bridges of Faith and
Freedom: A Festschrift Written in Honor of Bert B. Beach
John Graz, editor
Public Affairs and Religious
Liberty Department, General
Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists
2005
164 pp., $5.00

In this Festschrift for Bert
B. Beach, authors from
all over the globe express
their appreciation for the work of Dr. Beach.
The list of 17 contributors ranges from Cardinal
Kasper and Denton Lotz, General Secretary of
the Baptist World Alliance, to Niels-Erik Andreasen, President of Andrews University, and
Abdelfattah Amor, President of the United Nations Human Rights Committee. This broad variety of authors—including scholars, theologians,
church administrators, government officials, and
others—represents the immense influence of Dr.
Beach during his forty years in the service of religious liberty. The spectrum of topics treated in
this volume is just as broad. Each writer made
his individual contribution to the theme of Dr.
Beach’s life: building bridges for interfaith understanding and religious tolerance. The story
of a Jew who survived Auschwitz and managed
to forgive stands alongside a Lutheran reflection
on communion, a Baptist view of humanism,
and a case study in building bridges from Shakespeare’s King Lear. All these unique perspectives
will greatly enrich the reader’s understanding of
what religious tolerance means and his or her appreciation for other believers.
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Judaism and Human Rights
Milton R. Konvitz, editor
Transaction Publishers
2001
427 pp., $29.95

Milton R. Konvitz is professor emeritus at Cornell
University. He is the author and editor of many
important books on constitutional law, Judaic
studies, and philosophy
including Religious Liberty and Conscience, Freedom and Experience, and
Fundamental Rights: History of a Constitutional
Doctrine. Judaism and Human Rights begins with
four essays on the concept of people being born
“free and equal” in the image of God. The underpinning of this concept in Jewish law is explored
in the second section of the book entitled “The
Rule of Law.” Section three, “The Democratic
Ideal,” traces the foundations of democracy in the
Jewish teachings to the Bible and the Talmud. Although there are no words or phrases in the Hebrew Scriptures for “human rights,” “conscience,”
or “due process of law,” the ideals and values
which these concepts represent were inherent in
the earliest Jewish texts. Section four presents essays analyzing human freedom of conscience and
God-given rights to dissent and protest. Section
five deals with aspects of personal liberty, including the right of privacy. Section six, entitled “The
Earth is the Lord’s,” deals with the Jewish view of
humanity’s transient tenancy on God’s earth. Section seven delivers an analysis of the “end of days”
vision of Micah and the continuing human need
to strive for peace. The book concludes with three

essays that are new to this second expanded edition and which deal with contemporary issues.
Religion as a Public Good:
Jews and Other Americans on
Religion in the Public Square
Alan Mittleman, editor
Rowman & Littlefield
2003
336 pp., $32.95

This collection of essays
that range across a wide
spectrum of opinion addresses a vitally important
question: How should
religious adherents, and
specifically engaged Jews, draw upon their faith
traditions as they participate in American public
discourse? The volume presents a strikingly diverse range of views on church-state issues. It also
contains much original survey information and
other fresh empirical findings. It speaks about
“9/11 and the Aftershocks: Rethinking American Secularism and Religious Pluralism,” “The
Need for a Wall Separating Church and State:
Why the Establishment Clause Is So Important
for Jews and Why Jews Are So Important for the
Establishment Clause,” and “Religious Diversity
and the Common Good,” to name only a few topics. Whatever one’s perspective on religion’s social
and civic role, this book will enrich and challenge
it.

World Religions and
Democracy

Larry Diamond, Marc
F. Plattner, and Philip J.
Costopoulos
The John Hopkins University Press, 2005
262 pp., $18.95
Can religion be compatible with liberal democracy? World Religions
and Democracy brings
together insights from
renowned scholars and world leaders in a provocative and timely discussion of religion’s role
in the success or failure of democracy. An essay
by Alfred Stepan outlines the concept of “twin
tolerations” and differentiation promoting a clear
distinction and a mutual respect between political authorities and religious leaders. When true
differentiation is accomplished, the religious sector enjoys freedom of activity and the ability to
peacefully influence its members but does not exert direct power. A country’s ability to implement
the principle of differentiation directly affects the
successful development of democracy. The book
addresses the issue of democracy in relationship
to Judaism, Christianity, Islam, and eastern religions and offers a global perspective on religion
and democracy.
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